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Most people focus on ensuring rural communities' access to food, water and shelter. But 
Palo Alto resident Anna Sidana says there's one essential item missing on that list: light. 

"We take lights so much for granted," she said. "It's such a small thing that can completely 
transform someone's life." 

To address this need, Sidana recently founded One Million Lights, the goal of which is to 
distribute 1 million eco-friendly lights to children and adults in rural communities around the 
world.  

The lights Sidana's organization distribute solve a myriad of environmental, health and 
education problems, she said. Most rural families use kerosene, which is polluting, 
expensive, and can lead to bronchial problems. Many families spend half their income on 
kerosene, Sidana added. 

Eco-friendly rechargeable lights, however, not only are safer and better for the environment, 
they give children the chance to study after the sun has gone down, furthering their 
educational prospects and giving them a shot at escaping the cycle of poverty.  

In December, One Million Lights got a big boost from Sidana's employer — San Jose-based 
eBay Inc. — which donated 15,000 lights to her organization in lieu of giving holiday gifts to 
its employees. Partner organizations such as CARE and Koins for Kenya will distribute the 
lights in India and parts of Africa.  

There has been an "outpouring" of positive response from employees in response to eBay's 
donation, said eBay Inc. Head of Marketing and Communications of Global Citizenship Amy 
Skoczlas Cole.  

"A lot of folks were saying this just really felt right to them at this time of year and this 
particular economic climate," Cole said. "People also really liked the connection to a fellow 
employee."  

This is the first time eBay Inc. has foregone the typical holiday gift for its employees and 
made a donation to a cause instead.  



A trip to her native India in 2003 is part of what prompted Sidana, director of financial 
products at PayPal, an eBay Inc. company, to found her organization five years later.  

Seeing children and families who had very little inspired Sidana to decide she wanted to do 
"something" for the children — she just wasn't sure what.  

But when Sidana met a group of young entrepreneurs from India and Stanford a year later 
who had produced a solar LED light, the idea for One Million Lights, which is now pending 
nonprofit status, was born.  

"It just made sense," Sidana said. "It fit so well with what I wanted to do."  

The entrepreneurs' company, called Cosmos Ignite Solutions, produces a rechargeable 
flashlight-like device called the MightyLight which is practically indestructible and well-suited 
for rugged conditions.  

The fact that the light is environmentally-friendly was especially important to Sidana, who is 
a member of eBay Inc.'s employee 1000 member strong Green Team.  

EBay Inc.'s donation has provided the "foundation" for Sidana's organization to succeed, she 
said. Her next step is to solicit donations from corporate donors, foundations and individuals.  

But even if she reaches her goal of distributing a million lights, Sidana said she won't stop 
there. "A million sounds like a lot," she said, "but I feel like it's just a drop in the bucket. 
There's so much more to do."  

For more information, visit www.onemillionlights.org. 

 


